
COVID-19 Pooled Testing
for Schools

Overview for Families



1. To protect the health and safety of students and staff.

2. To help make informed decisions about operating schools and 

classrooms.

3. To help detect COVID-19 cases even when students and staff 

do not exhibit symptoms.

WHY WE ARE SCREENING AT SCHOOLS?
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With classroom pooling, an entire 
classroom can be tested using a single
molecular test for SARS-CoV-2.

This dramatically reduces the cost and 
operational logistics of surveil lance 
testing in K-12 schools.

Schools and the district wil l have the 
data needed to decide whether to keep 
schools or buildings opening.

WHAT IS “CLASSROOM POOLING”?
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1.  The tube is  p laced 
open on a desk or  table,  
in  a coffee cup or  other 
s tand that  keeps i t  
upr ight .

HOW DOES IT WORK?
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2.  Everyone in a c lassroom 
receives a sealed nasal  swab.  
A smal l  group (about  3-5)  is  
asked to swab themselves 
whi le a teacher observes.  
Af ter  they p lace thei r  swabs 
in the open tube,  the next  
group is  cal led.  The whole 
process takes 10-15 minutes 
for  a c lassroom.

3.  The tube is  capped,  
s ter i l ized wi th an a lcohol  
wipe,  and returned to the Test  
Superv isor  for  regis t rat ion 
and shipment.



Lower nasal (anter ior nares/AN) 
swabs are painless and easy to 
self-administer.

HOW DOES IT WORK?
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NASAL SWAB SELF COLLECTION FOR POOLING
TEST TAKER PROCEDURE
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www.nps.k12.nj.us/covid-19-resources/pooled-testing

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS PROGRAM
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